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|PREVENTION 
|/POVERTY: 


OR, 

A Diſcourſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of Trade, 
Fall of Lands, and Want of Money throughout 
the Nation 3 with certain Expedients for reme- 
dying the ſame, and bringing this Kingdom to 
an eminent degree of Riches and Proſperity : 


BY 
Saving many Hundred Thouſand Pounds yearly, Raiſing a 
full Trade, and conſtant Imployment for all forts of 
People, and increaling His Ma]zsT1z 8 Revenue, by a 
Method no way burthenlome, but advantagious to the 
Subjee. "IS, 


Ad 


"] ft 
By RH ammtis 


The Rich mans wealth is hus ſtrong City , the deſtruition of the Poor i their 
poverty. Prov. 10.15. 
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TO THE MOST 


ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE, 


RUPERT, 


DUKE or CUMBERLAND, 
EARLE or HOLDERNESSE, and 
KNIGHT of the Mot NoBLE ORrpEeRr 
of the GARTER, and one of His M A- 
JESTIES Mosr HONOURABLE 

, PRIVY COUNCIL, &&c. 


May it pleaſe Your HiG@nNEss, 


HE Conſideration of my own 
Unworthineſs,and obſcure Condi: 
tion, would eafily check my 

T houghtrs from the Preſumption of trou- 
bling your Illuſtrious Eye with theſe 


mean 


———— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


mean Lines, did not Your Princely Cle- 
mency and the nature of the thing make 
ſuch Addreſs in ſome reſpeR neceſlary. 
For fince 'tis Eminently known, that 
Your Highneſs hath, not onely by moſt 
excellent Condu&, and perſonal Hazards 
in War, given Matchle(s Proofs of Your 
great zeal for the Safety and Glory of the 
Engliſh Nation ; but alſo by the prudence 
of Your Counlcls endeavoured ever to 
promote its W elfare, by diſcovering and 
cheriſhing uſctul Arts, and proficable In- 
ventions , and incouraging all things that 
tend. to its Honour, Wealth, and Proſpe- 
rity, oh tendred by the loweſt and 
never ſo deſpicable Inſtruments: for 
which publick-(pirited Generolity Your 
Highneſs juſtly merits much more Honour 
and Applauſe, than my weak Capacity 
is able to exprels. = 
W hether then ſhould theſe mt: 
| a- 


The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 

Papers (wherein I have with more Aﬀe- 
Rion than Encouragement) endeavour- 
ed to propoſe ſome Exped*-nts tending 
to this Kingdoms future happineſs, fly 
for ſhelter in this ſlothful enviow Age 
(wherein many that will never ſtudy any 
thing for general Good themſelves, are 
too ready to cruſh, abuſe, and miſrepreſent 
thoſe that do) but ro Your Higbneſſes 
ProteQion, who are Ennobled with the 
cleareſt Judgment to Cenſure, and the 
moſt obliging Candor to pardon them. 

At Your Higbneſs's feet I therefore 
caſt them with all humble ſubmiſſion, and 
if inany part they ſhall obtain the Ho- 
nour of your Princely Approbation , 
and be thought fit to be Encouraged in 
the leaſt, as conducing to general Good, 
I ſhall not afterwards fear the Cenſures 
of Envy, but fit down Scure in the Con- 


ſcience of having endeavour'd to be 
ſer- 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, 


viceable (to my weak power) to my 
Countrey, and the happineſs I have here- 


by to declare my ſelf 


TOUR HIGHNESS's 


Moſt Humble and mot Obedient 


Servant 


Ricrard HAINES. 


[1] 
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The p2evention of Poverty: 


OR, 
A Diſcourſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of Trade, Fall 
of Lands, and Want of Money throughout the Na- 


tion, with certain Expedients for remedying the 
ſame, 


0 general and loud, for diverſe years paſt, have been 


the complaints , for want of Trade and Money 

throughout this Nation; and fo preſſing are the Ne- 

cc{iities of moſt men, that there 1s ſcarce any perſon 
can be inſenſible of it: And this is not only in time of War, 
( though then more eſpecially,) but alſo in time of Peace, 
when the Seas were open, and we might promile our ſelves 
the largeſt ſhare of Proſperity. Whence *tis evident, that 
the Cauſes are not wholly Outward or Accidental, but ra- 
ther Intergal, and as it were in our own Bowels, which con- 
ſume us, and have reduced us to ſucha low Ebb, that a ge- 
neral Poverty ſeems to have invaded the whole Nation, 
L eaſes being continually thrown up in the Conntrey,an Trade|- 
wen daily Breaking in the City. In brief, all conditions of 
men ſeem to have chang'd their ſtations, and ſunk below 
themſelves; the Gentry, by reaſon of the fall of their Lands, 
and uncertainty of Rents, being brought to live at the rate 
of a Yeoman; the Yeoman can ſcarce maintain himſelf fo 
well as an ordinary Farmer heretofore ; the Farmer is for- 
ced to live as hard as a poor Labourer anciently z and La- 
bourers generally, if they have Families, are ready to run a 
begging, the Poverty of moſt Pariſhes being ſuch, that they 
can hazdly ſupply or relieve them. . | MIILTET 


A 

The conſideration whereof, and that no man is born for 
himſelf, but ought to do what in him lies to promote the 
publick Good, and general Welfare of his Countrey, has 
invited me(though uncapable, and not ſufficiently qualified 
to do any conſiderable Service, yet however) to teſtifie 
my well-wiſhes, and throw 1a my mite into the ame 
Treaſury, by endeavouring ſome Expedients for raiſing the 
Trade of the Nation, and advancing the temporal prolperi- 
ty of all its Inhabitants. 

In order whereunto I firſt applied my ſelf to find out the 
Cauſes of ſuch National Poverty, which like an armed Enc» 
my hath threatned to invade the whole Kingdom. 

Secondly, to diſcover a Remedy, it poſſible, that might 
not only ſubdue this potent Adverſary, but alſo introduce 
and maintain a conſtant ſtock of Trade and plenty of Mo- 
ney, and ſo conſequently Riches and Honour both to King 
and Kingdom, and Proſperity to all Eſtates whatſoever. 

I do bumbly conceive, that the General Cauſes of Po- 
verty (unlets it be purpoſed by the Lord by reaſon of Ini- 
quity )are 

Firſt the daily Decreaſe of Goods and Commodities of 
our own Growth fit for Exportation. 

Secondly, the double Increaſe of Forreign coftly Goods 
and Commodities, brought over wore and more from be- 
yond the Seas, viz. Iron, Timber, Brandy, French-wines, 
Linnen-Cloth, and other French Commodities : and alſo 
Mum, Coffee, Chocolet, Salt,& Salt-petre,with many more. 
All which Expenſive Commodities have been brought into 
General Uſe, and Imported in this Nation, within the ſpace 
of Forty years laſt paſt, or little more, (Linnen-Cloth and 


Wine only excepted.) 

The value of theſe Commodities Imported cannot but a- 
mount to a vaſt Summe, we may ly (though at ro- 
vers) guels it Twenty or Thirty Hundred Pounds 
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every year 3 which mighty Sums of Money, thirty or forty 
years ago, were for the greateſt part kept at home. 

Now eafily obſervable it is, that ever tince ſuch prodigiowe 
Increaſe of new Imported Goods, our own moſt great and 
riche(t Manufa@tories have decreaſed, and the Manufattors 
become impoveriſhed, eſpecially in thoſe of Woollen Cloth 
and Iron; and foraſmuch as no Commodities arſwerable 
have been raiſed in their ſtead, equally to ballance what we 
have therein loſt of our own Growth and Production. 

It remains then, that of =cc+{ſaty thoſe vai? Sums of Money 
aforeſaid,muſt every year go out of the Nationto make the 
Ballance of Trade even, and this for the greateſt part in 
ready Coin, as may, I conceive evidently be demonltrated. 
Thus, if Money were not tranſported, then our own Manu- 
faftories, which are much diminithed, and become far lefs 
than what they were thirty or forty years ago, would now 
find quick Markets, and yeild good Prizes, to the great in- 
couragement of the ManufaQtors z but the contrary is noto- 
rious : wherefore I conclude, that according to the preſent 
courle, Money every year muſt xwavoidably decreaſe a- 
mong(t us, to the great impoveriſhing of the whole Nation. 

Obj. It it bealledged, that I miſtake the Cauſe of this 
National Conſumption, and that the great Taxes and many 
Impofitions laid upon the Nation, obliging us to part with 
{o much Money for his Majeſtics uſes, ought to be aſlign- 
ed as the grand Caule of this great ſcarcity of Money. 

$01, T humbly Anſwer, that this cannot be the Cauſe, for 
this Reaſon; becauſe what Moneys are given by the Re- 
preſentatives of the Nation to his Majeſty, are but like the 
Moiltures drawn up by the Beams of the Sun from the Earth, 
which ſoon return down again in ſhowers to refreſh the 
Ground, or like the Blood in its Circulation ; for what is 
carried out of the Countrey goes but into the City, and is 
there expended agiin; and foraſmuch as it goes mot beyond 

B 2 t be 


[4] 


the Seas, ſoon returns again. So that in the Nation there js not 
one Groat the 1» (« to be beſtowed on what the Farmer, or any 
uthers have to ſpare: wherefore, and for that the Publick 
Coffers do not hoard or keep up any extraordinary Sums, 
I humbly hope I may conclude, That this is not the proper 
Cauſe, why the Nation is ſo empty of Money, and that ge- 
neral want of this neceſlary thing (which beneath Grace, 
and Glory, and what is conducing thereunto) is molt to be 
defired, 

But doubtleſs it is the many Hundred thouſind Pounds, 
which our bad Husbardry and if! Condult lends every year 
bezond the Sear, which we ſee again no more 3 this is the 
grand Cauſe of our Miſeries, waſting thus our nobleſt ſpirits, 
that hath brought the Body Politick into this pining Con- 
ſumption, and makes us ſo loudly complain of bad Trade 
and empty Pockets, and that the Nation is become thus 
indigent and dilcontented, But alas! what advantage is it 
only to complain? Diſeaſes are not cured with Out-cries,but 
rather increaſed; lect us then wipe our Eyes, and make uſe 
of our Heads and our Hands to get out of this quagmire of 
Neceſlity, wherein we are unhappily plunged. 

Too true it is, that weare very poor, and, as I conceive, 
'tisno leſs plain, that the reaſon of it is the meceſſety ot par- 
ting every year with vaſt Sums of Money, to make the 
Ballance of Trade even, becauſe we Import much more 
than we Export, and therefore | humbly apprehend the 
belt means to prevent this growing Evil, muſt be 

Firſt, to raiſe new Manufactures, whereby to improve 
what doth or may ariſe of our own Erngl;h Growth: by 
which means our Lands may ſome other way be imployed , 
beſides that of Corn and Cattle. 

And ſecondly, to ſhut the door of Importation —_ 
thoſe new imported Goods, eſpecially ſuch as are ſupertiuous 
and injurious to the we4-being of the Kingdom, ll 

. us 
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Thus the firft Manufature to be prohibited that may be 
made of our own Growth, and molt advantageous to the * 
general Good and Profit of perſons of all Eſtates, is Linme 
Cloth: forit is moſt certain, that our Fg/i/h Ground will 
produce Hemp and Flax in ſuch abundance, as may make 
Linnen-Cloth ſuthcient for all occaſions z; whence ſeverall 
great Conveniences, of much advantage tothe Publick, will 
ariſe. As 

Firſt, it will improve the Lands, which are proper for 
Hemp and Flax, to that degree, that what before was worth 
but twenty fhillings per Acre for Corn or Paſture, by this 
means will be worth forty or fitty ſhillings the Acre per an- 
LA 

Secondly, great numbers of poor Families, who have lit- 
tle todo from the beginning of the Year to the end thereof, 
unleſs ſome few of them in the Countrey, in time of Harveſt, 
might hereby moſt profitably be ſet to work conſtantly, by 
railing a continual ſtock of Imployment, not only for Men, 
but alſo Women, Boyes, & Girles, that can do little thing be- 
ſidesitz whereas for want thereof moſt of them now are 
trained up in Idleneſs , and live by the labours of others, 
whoſe number by computation, after the rate of threeſcore 
in each Pariſh throughout the Kingdom, doth amount unto 
hve Hundred and Eighty Thouſand people, and upwards. 

Thirdly, by this means every Pariſh, which by reaſon of 
Poverty is not able to ſet up a ManufaQtory for the imploy- 
ment of their Poor, in making of Wollen Cloth, according 
to the Statute in that caſe made and provided , may eafily 
provide Imploy ment for them in making of Linnen, where- 
by many thouſands that now wholly rely on the Pariſh 
wherein they live for maintenance, might very well ſupport 
them(clves. 

Fourthly, ſome thouſands of wandring perſons that go 
from door to door,to the uy diſhonour & diſadvantage of 
| 3 the 


| 
4 
j 
(a 
; 
\þ 
+ 
{t+ 


[6] 

the Nation, might by this means become Inſtruments for the 
enriching of the ſame. And though there be very whol- 
ſom Laws in being for preventing this intolerable Inconve- 
nience of Vagrants, yet Ofbcers are generally too remiſs,and 
toavoid trouble,or the imputation of being over-buſie, and 
the 11] effetts thereon depending, ſeldom put the lame in ex- 
ecution. Forthis to my knowledge 1s true, that ſeveral 
Officers, who willingly would do their Office, and put the 
Laws in Execution, have told me, that the number of them 
were ſo great, and dangerous, that they were afraid that 
their Houſes and Barns might be fet on fire, whilſt them- 
ſelves were aſleep, or that ſome perſonal miſchiet ſhould be 
done them. And indeed no ſmall cauſe there is for theſe 
Jealouſtes, their confidence is ſo very great : for no longer 
ago than the laſt Aſſizes, holden for the County of S»ſex, 
{o imprident they were, as to appear inthe very face of the 
Court, infomuch as to ſtand in the fight of the Lord 1wiſdey, 
one of his Majcſties Juſtices of Niſe prias for that Circuit, 
whilſt he was giving his Charge; and although upon this 
occaſion his Lordſhip ſufficiently and loudly preſt for the 
putting the Laws in execution with ſeverity againft them, 
yer notwithſtanding the Town was (till haunted by numbers 
of ther, all the time the Aflizes laſted. For remedy where- 
of, it might poſlibly be convenient to __ a ſufficient en- 
couraging Reward to be paid every ſuch poor perſon or 
perſons, that ſhall ſeize any ſuch Vagrants, by the Overlcers 
of the poor of that Pariſh where they are taken, and that a 
ſerere Penalty be impoſed on Conſtables, and other Officers 
negleRing their duties, when any perſons ſo apprehended 
are broughtto them; by which means thoſe many thou-+ 
ſands, which are idle, may be imployed to their own good, 
and the Nations ad vantage, ſo that in [1x Months time, there 
might not be a Beggar in the Kingdom, it {ſuch Enconrage- 
ment were given, 

Laſtly 


£21 

Laſtly, beſides all theſe Advantages, ſeveral hundred 
thouſand Pounds, which are now expended and ſent out of 
the Nation for Linnen, might hereby be kept at Home, ur 
better Improved, to the great advantage of His Majelties 
Subjefts. Beſides, a farther advantage by this planting of 
Hemp, ec. will accrue towards making of Sails, Cables, and 
other Cordage neceſlary for Shipping, of which lufhcient 
may bemade at home,without being beholden to our Neigh- 
bours tor a Commodity ſo important for Navigation, par- 
tingwith our Money to Strangers for it,as we uſually doto a 
very great yearly value. 

0bj. It any alledge, that this planting of Hemp and Flax, 
imploying a great part of the beſt Lands, will create an Ia- 
convenience, by cauſing both Corn and Cattel to be lels 

enty. 
P p3; I anſwer, that I apprehend no grounds for ſuch fear. 
For as for Corn,great quantities of rich Lands being broken 
up to be planted with Flax, may after Flax be moſt properly 
ſown with Corn, and that to great advantage ſo that on 
the contrary , Corn will be. hereby the more plenty. Then 
as for the decreaſe of Cattle, it is eaſily cured; for Land, 
Kind for Corn, when by long ſowing 'tis impoveriſhed , (o 
that 'twill bear Corn no longer, may be ſown with Trefoil, 
or Clover, and then one Acre (hall produce as much Hay or 
paſture as two or three Acres did before 3 and as ſoon as 
that is decayed, the Land will bear Corn more kindly than 
before( provided it be plowed up before the Couch-graſs 
gets init; ) for Clover and Trefoil, I know by Experience, 
prepares the Ground for Wheat, as much as 2 good Crop of 
' Tares or French-wheat, otherwiſe called Buck-wheat, can dos 
Betides, if Cattel (hould fail, the remedy is eafie and cheap; 
for when the King and Parliament » Ireland is ready, 
and will be glad to ſupply us ſpeedily. 

A ſecond thing to be prohibited coming over , is the 


Is ws 
growing-trade of that outlandiſh, robbing, and (by reaſon of 
its abuſe) AMankilling- Liquor, called Bxaxbr, which will 
promote the Conſumption of our own Commadities,as Beer, 
and Ale; or if ſuch a Liquor be thought neceſlary for Sca- 
men, or the like, then to raiſe ome Commodity -of the like 
nature and ſtrength at home : for (as I am credibly infor- 
med by perſons well experienced that way) as good and as 
ſtrong Liquor may be made with what doth abound at home. 
Which if ſo, the Profit will not be inconliderable,lince Three 
hundred thouſand Pounds, that Brandy now colts us every 
year, will be kept at home. 

A Third thing to be prohibited, may be Bay-Salt from be- 
yond the Seas : for it is well known, that Salt for all occa- 
ſions, and as good for all intents and purpoſes, may be made 
at home; and that not only to the great Improvement of 
much Land on the Sea-Coaſt, which now lyeth walſt, and is 
of no profit either to King or Subject ; but will alto preſerve 
inthe Nation Fifty thouſand Pounds per anznm, tothe great 
enriching of the Kingdom, and may be done with very 
much eale, and as little difficulty. 

A Fourth Commodity to be prohibited may be Salt-petre, 
of which we might make and raiſe in our Nation ſufficient 
tor a!l occaſions. 

A Fifth Improvement, which I conceive may be made,is in 
Tron, which moſt certainly might, as well now as heretofore, 
be raiſed at home, the benefit whereof would be very great ; 
becauſe ſome Hundred thouſand Pounds might hereby eve- 
ry year be ſaved, or otherwiſe improved, (and many Thou» 
fands of His Majeſties SubjeQs imployed ) which now is ex- 
pended inthat Commodity. 

0\j. But if it ſhould be ſuppoſed, that ſuch-Iron-works 
would too much conſume our Woods, I mult fo far beg 
leave to think otherwilez that I conceive, and many: well 
$kil'd in thoſe works, arc of opinion, T hat the neglect of 


[ 9 ] 
Iron-work has been a main Cauſe, that our Woods are fo 
much decayed, and ſo many Coppices grubb'd up, and con- 
verted into Tillage. For when Iron-works were carried 
on, both Wood and Coals would yeild ready Moneys, 
which incouraged the Owners not only to preſerve the 
Coppices and Woods from deſtruttion, but alſo to plant 
and promote more 3 Whereas now without doubt in a few 
years, our Oak-Timber (defervedly accounted the beſt in 
the world, and a great (ſtrength and ornament to the Kiog- 
dom) will be fo tar del{troyed, that little will be to be had , 
and the reaſon is, becauſe the only Nurſe that maketh the 
Oak, and other Timber to flouriſh, is Under-wood:, and 
where Vnder-wooas are not, there cannot (or very rarely is) 
any good Timber ;z ſo that although great quantities of 
Wood may be conſumed by [ron-works, yet Woods becom- 
iog thereby more caretully | qr— they grow again, and 
conſequently there is no leſs plenty, but for want of Iron- 
works they are deſtroyed, both Wood and Timber, Root 
and Branch, and that more and more every year. 

And this the rather, and more to the deſtruftion of Tim- 
ber, becauſe people in diverle Countries have got a miſchie- 
vous Trick, to elude and avoid that wholſom Statute, 
whereby it is EnaCted, That on every Fall of Under-woods 
they ſhould leave ſo many Standels, Tellows, or youn 
Trees to grow for Timber 3 which indeed they will do,but 
then at the next Fall of the ſame Wood, vis. about nine or 
ten years after, they will cut thoſe very Standels or Tellows 
left before, ( o that they never become Timber) and then 
they leave new ones, and this ſucceſſively, whereby the In- 
tention of the Statute is unworthily defeated. 

0bj, But ifit be objected, that Iron ſufficient for the 
whole Nation cannot be made, except much Land be tur- 
ned from Arable and Paſture to Woods, which will cauſe 
Depopulation and Dearth. 
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Sol, IT Anſwer, that there are Woods ſufficient in the 
Nation already growing to compals the work,without plan- 
ting any more, (provided they were improved, and not 
needlefly conſumed otherwile, as they are now in too ma- 
ny places.) Beſides, it would encourage the planting of 
Woods in places, which arc now otherwiſe of little or no 
uſe. And doubtleſs it might be convenient and advantage» 
ous for the whole Kingdom, if all the Inhabitants, who live 
within ſome few Miles of the Sea and navigable Rivers, 
were prohibited burning of Wood for any general uſe, as 
Kitching-Service, brewing of Beer, or the like , whereby 
many bundred thouland Loads of Wood would be ſpared 
every Year, and that tothe great advantage of the Nation 
for the uſe aforeſaid, Nor will ſuch Inhabitants have 
any juſt cauſe to complain, fince they might be ſupplied 
with Sea-Coal upon cheaper terms, and thoſe veſlels which 
bring Sea-Coal, may in many places carry away their Char- 
coal to places of ule for ſuch Iron-works, and ſo Boats, 
Ships, and Seamen, will be increaſed and imployed, to the 
great advantage and fafety of the Kingdom, and the Nati- 
on will abound with this neceſſary Commodity of Iron, 
which now coſts us at lealt five hundred thouſand Pounds 
per anni; Whereas otherwiſe for want of Iron and Tim- 
ber, we ſhall in ſhort time be reduced to ſuch a kind of 
condition, as the children of 1/rae/, truckling under Philiſtin 
{lavery, were in; they were forced to go into another Na- 
tion, to ſharpen every man his Share, his Coulter, and his 
Axe, only with this difference, They had Iron but no Smiths, 
by reaſon of the oppreſiion of an Enemy, we have Smiths 
and Carpenters enough, yet ſhall have no Iron, and but lit- 
tle Timber, by reaſon of our own fatal 11] Husbandry z ſo 
that for want of Iron and Timber, our Shipping will be dea- 
rer continually, and we behulding tv others for materials, 
ath.og of \cry pernicious conſequence, I well remember , 
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I have ſumewhere read in Hiſtory, that Fdgar King of Erg- 
land did take greater delight in his Shipping, than any Re- 
creation whatloever. And no {mall realon had he fo to do, 
conſidering of what ſtrength, wealth, and ſafety the fame is 
to any Nation, much more to an {land as ours isz and 
theretore once every year he wou'd fail round his Kingdom 
with a Navy of ſtout Ships , conſiſting of four thouſand 
Sail, which (faith the Hiſtorian ) we find upon Record. 

Obj. But I ſuppoſe here may ariſe an ObjeRtion againſt 
the Trade of Iron and Linnen Cloth both together, viz. 
both theſe Commodities may be bought cheaper from a+ 
broad, than we can make them at home 3 and doubtleſs 'ris 
the beſt Husbandry to tuy all Commodities where they may 
be had molt cheap. 

Anſ. To which I humbly Anſwer , That although the 
Inhabitants of this Nation may have thoſe Commodities 
from beyond the Seas cheaper at preſent, than yet they can 
be bought being made at home ; yet | conceive if we would 
induſtriouſly ſet uponit, it might in ſhort time be other- 
wiſe. And beſides it is much better Husbandry to give 
Twenty pounds for that of our own Growth, than but Fif- 
teen for what comes from beyond the Seas 3 becauſe in the 
laſt caſe our Money is quite gone, and will return ho more ; 
in the firſt it (till remains, within the Nation, and will come 
again, and beſides imploys Thouſands of his Majeſties Sub- 
jects, that otherwiſe be chargeable and burthenſome. And 
as by one Trade Money decreaſeth, ſo by the other Money 
will increaſe, when our Commodities are for Treaſure ex- 
ported z and ealter it is to part with twenty Pounds, when 
m_ is plenty, than with Fifteen when money is [carce, as 
at prelent. 

Obj, But if it be farther objected, that I am all this while 
miſtakeo, for that it is not Money, but Goods, that pays for 
all theſe Commodities, by means whereof we have the bet- 
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ter Trade for what we have to ſpare 3 but if this Trade be 
loſt, then our own Goods which we have to ſpare, will be 
| of little worth, and ſo our Caſe becomes much worſe than 
now It 1s. 

Anſ. Waereunto | humbly Anſwer, that I ſtill conceive 
otherwiſe, and that the Objection is under a miſtake ; for 
what the Nation hath ow to ſpare, and fit for Exportation, 
is »uch leſs than was forty or fifty years ago, as aforeſaid ; 
and yet then, when one of theſe things, with many more, 
did come into the Kingdom , there was a better Trade by 
far than what is now 3 for Commodities then went for 
Commodities of greater worth, without parting with any 
Moneys, and in thoſe days our Commodities went farther 
from home, and inſtead of Brandy, Iron, and the like, pro- 
duced far better returns: ſo that then, both Silver and 
Gold, not originally produced in Erg/ard, was very plenty, 
but now our Moneys and Commodities are carried forth, 
and in concluſion turn tolittle or no account. 

And unleſs our Commodities for Exportaticn did increaſe 
anſwerable to the Increaſe of Commodities Imported, As it 
is moit certainly trae that they do not, then of neceſſity out goes 
Monszy, ardin comes Povunty the truth whereof doth ap- 
pear by ſad Experience. For all that cur Goods and Money bring 
in is ſoou conjured , and comes as it were to the Dunghil, 
whilit our Wealth becom?s a prey to other Nations, Whereas it 
the door of Importation for thoſe unneceſlary and injurious 
Commodities were ſhut, Money would be prevented from 
going out, and people unavoidably would apply themſelves 
to the making them at home, whereby there would be a 
far better and quick, Trade, and all people would have 
ſufficient Imployment to gain a comfortable Livelihood, and 
the ſaid Commodities in a little time becoms as good and as 
cheap of our own Manufacture, as now we havezhem from 
beyond the Seas, and the Importation of Bula no way 
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hindred, but greatly promoted hereby, and the Exporta- 
tion thereof prevented , and conſequently Money much 
more plenty than ever it was. 

To theſe ſeveral Commodities, which I humbly conceive 
fit to be prohibited to be Imported, might be added Com- 
modities which neceſſarily ſhould on greater Penalties be 
forbidden to be exported, and ſome better means uſed for 
that end than what hath yet been appointed. Such are F«- 
lers Earth and Wool, the one of excellent uſe, the other be- 
ing a very plentiful Commodity of this Kingdom, which to 
be converted into Cloth would imploy great numbers of 
our people, and bring in much wealth tothe Nation z but 
by reaſon of the Exportation thereof privately from hence, 
or growth of Wool in other Nations, thoſe vaſt Advantages 
formerly ariſing hereby, are now greatly diminiſhed, others 
furniſhing thoſe Markets where formerly our Commodities 
fyuund quick Tradeand good Prizes. And fince {4is well 
known, that Woollen Cloth cannot be made without Fullers 
Earth, and that Fxllers Earth is no where to be had but in 
our Nation 3 Then to prevent Full:rs Earth from going be- 
yond the Seas, mult infallibly revive the former flourithing 
Trade of Woollen Cloth, without which many Nations can- 
not ſubfiſt, and by which we may become very rich; which 
it ſo, what care ought not to be taken, to ſecure this one 
thing, ſo uſeful, that Silver Oar by way of Exchange is not 
tu be accepted for it. 

We might likewiſe add the conveniency, though not of 
a total Prohibitioun, yet of ſome Reſtraint of the extraordi- 
gary [Importation ot French Wines, for the incouragement 
of the MauutaCtories of this Kingdom, which abounds with 
Excellent Liquors, as Beer, Ale , ©. the conſumption of 
which ought to be promoted, and forreign Drinks diſcou- 
raged, Belides, the want of French Wines might be eaſily 
ſupplied (in ſume meaſure by Wines made at home. for ſome 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen have experienced it with very good luccels, or 
however) by excellent Ciders, which being produced in 
our own Climate, may be more agreeable and wholſome 
for our bodies than thoſe forreign Liquors, eſpecially when 
adulterated,. But I dare not launch out too far into this 
Ocean, for me thinks I ſee a powerfu! Objeftion ariſing, that 
like a Tempeſt ſeems to threaten no leſs than the Blaſting of 
all our Projects, viz. 

Obj, It Lingen-Cloth, Iron, Brandy, Salt, &c. ſhall be 
wholly prohibited from being Imported, His Majeſties Re- 
venue ariſing out of the Cuſtoms will be much impaired and 
diminiſhed. 

Anſ. To which moſt Important ObjeQtionT humbly An- 
ſwer, That having by the Expedients before mentioned ſet- 
leda conſtant and ſure method of Trading, Commodities 
for Commodities, His Majeſties Revenue may for the future 
{ſtand uppna firmer Baſis, and our own Commodities fit for 
Exportation being hereby increaſed, will doubtleſs bring 
home greater Returns than formcrly in other Commodities, 
and thoſe of a richer nature, and ſuch as our Induſtry at 
home cannot ſupply us with. For inſtead of things before 
mentioned to be prohibited from being Imported , out of 
which Cuſtoms now ariſe, we may have Spices, and other 
Indian Commodities brought in, and afterwards again ex- 
ported from hence tc other Nations ; as is practiſed in Hel- 
land, which thereby is become the common Spicery for the 
Northern Nations, and moſt part of Exrope, which way of 
Trade may, as 'tis conceived, ſupply His Majeſties Cuſtoms, 
ſoas in ſome meaſure to ballznce the loſs in the Cuſtoms of 
Brandy, Linnen, Iron, &*c. eſpecially if that Ancient ſtaple 
Trade of this Nation, the Making and Exporting of Wool- 
len Cloth, were but incouraged and promoted as in former 
Ages, and Fullers Earth ſecured, as poſhibly it may. 

Secondly, That fince ſuch probibition tends to the un 
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Advantage of the whole Nation , and that His Majeſty tm 
kindneſs to his People ſhall part with ſuch part of His Re- 
venue, His Subjects will be obliged not only in Duty but 
Gratitudeto ſupply His Majeſty ; and the wiſdom of their 
Repreſentatives may find out ſome other way by Taxes, Im- 
nb, or the like, to compenſate ſuch His Majeſties loſs, 
which now may with great ad vantage, and more eaſtly and 
cheerfully be born and paid, ſceing all people by this means only, 
may enjoy a quick Trade, and plenty of Money, nor may it be 
given upon a better conſideration. 

Furthermore, if it were not too much a preſumption, 1 
would willingly (though ſtill with all humble ſubmiſhon to 
thoſe in Authority, in whoſe power alone it lies to make the 
Alteration) propoſe a way and means more adyantagious, 
which in my Apprehenfion, if it »ray be approv'd of by better 
Judgments, may ſerve conliderably towards His Majeſties 
ſupply, and allo be a means to raiſe and preſerve plenty of 
Money, and alſo tend much to the wealth and proſperity of 
the whole Nation, which 1s thus. If all His Majeſties Coip 
viere called into the Tower, and Three-pence taken out of 
every Twelve-pence, and then new coined for a Shilling, 
then might His M-jeſty have five Shilliogs out of every 
Pound : and ſo ſuppoſe that in the whole Nation there be 
Eightſcore hundred Thouſand Pounds, a fourth part being 
taken out of it, will amount to forty hundred thouſand 
Pounds, or four Millions of Money for His Majeſties uſe, 
charges of Coinage only deducted. And for as much as 9* in 
Weight is made 12” in Value, no SubjeR may complain that 
he is hereby a Penny the worſe. 

But if Threepence be thought too much, inſtead thereof 
u___ : _ Co ——_— there will ariſe for His Ma- 
jelties uſe thereby, two Millions of Money, Coinage dedu- 
ed as aforefaid. _ 

What Inconveniences may hereby ariſe I confeſs I cannot 
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foreſee, but to me it ſeems that theſe Conveniences and Ad- 
vantages will not fail to be the conſequents of it. 

1. [twillenrich the whole Nation, fince there will be 
neer a fourth part as much Money more than was before. 

2. Afﬀeerall Money's new Coin'd, it will invite perſons, 
who have ſtocks of Plate, to melt it dowy, and have it put 
into Coin. . 6 F 

. As it increaſes Money, (o it will cure it from goi 
beyond the Seas; forby its bein made more in value, _ leſs 
10 weight,all Nations will ceaſe to rab us of it,as in ſome mea- 
ſure they have done of our Gzinny Gold, which by reaſon of 
its being lighter than others keeps at home the better. 

4. 7 before, His Majceſties Coin, being more in 
weight and leſs in value than that of His Neighbours, the 
profit thereby to be made, gave great incouragement to them 
to covet our Money, and refx/e tro take our Goods for their 
Commoditics, thoſe very ill cffefts will now ceaſe. 

5- By this means thoſe very Merchants, who carried 
away Money from us, will now rather bring Money tc us ; 
becauſe that as before it was for their advantage to carry 
our Money, being heavieſt and leaſt in value, ſo now onthe 
contrary it oa 1. A their advantage to bring their Money, 
being now the heavieſt, to us, where it may ſuffer the ſame 
Improvement. : 

6. As by this means only, Money will increaſe and con- 
tine, ſo all Commodities that we have to ſpare, and fit for 
Tranſportation, will unavoidably find quick and good Mar- 
kets, = to incourage all people cheerfully to manage their Af- 

atIry. 
a 7. By means of this variation of Coin,a conſiderable ad- 
vance will ariſe to His Majeſtics Revenue ; for if Bullion 
be brought into the Tower at the Rates as heretofore, then 
ſo much as Money is made leſs than formerly, ſo much profit 
and advantage will ariſe tothe Crown. | 
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And now behuld how happily would the Tide be turn'd, 
ſeeing our Moneys will hereby be jecured within our own 
Borders? What abundance of Goods and Commodities 
now mult the French take of us for their Wines, which be- 
fore were paid for with ready Money, and the like 1n many 
other caſes. So that whereas at preſent our Moneys go out 
to enrich others, and poverty like a deſtroying Torrent 
comes in upon us, now of necefſiity (our Coin being kept 
at home) o#t go all our ſupertluous Goods and Commodities 
which we have to ſparc, and conſequently i» comes a quick 
Trade, Wealth and Proſperity , like a refreſv:ng ſtream, 
ſpreading it ſelf all over the Nation, adding life, courage, and 
cheerfulneſ; to its weary and greatly diſcouraged Inhabitants, 
who as yet Ilye groaring under the grievous Tyranny of that 
Intolerable Oppreſſor , every where known by the name of 
Poverty, whole power is now increaling, and ſtoutly guarded 
and ſupported by that only growing Trade, viz.Beggars, and 
Vagrants, together with the daily increaſe of diltretled peo- 
ple in each Pariſh ; but by the means atorefaid how ſudden- 
ly might his Guards be forced, himſelf totally vanquiſi,d, and 
Proſperity, wealth, and Honour flouriſhing in his ſtead. 

Obj, But ſay ſome, the Frezch are fo Deviliſh wiſe, and 
politick , that they will keep their Wines from us, rather 
than part with them on that conſideration. They will not be 
pleaſed with toyes and fancies as we are with theirs; they 
muſt drink Water and no Beer, wear wooden Shooes rather than 
Leathern ones, and Leathern Jackets not Cloth, rather than af- 
ford us their Wines to us to pleaſe and make us merry, unleſs 
it be for our ready Money, and conſequently we (hall have no 
Wines at all for Phyſical uſe and neceſlary occalions. 

Anſ. To which 1 anſwer, that if this be true, I am very 
ſorry for it 3 for 1 fancy French Wines are good to cauſe 
Appetite, and help Digeſtion : but fince Experience tells 
us, that Cider will do the ſame _ and allo that age 
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of Sack is more Cordial and cheerful, and both may be had 
upon terms much more advant agiows to the Nation, it would 
doubtleſs be as greit Wiſdom for us ro deal with them as 
they with us, (that is) to have no more Wines &*c. of them, 
than they have Goods of us to pay for them, And if they 
ſhall indeed keep their Wines &c. from us, the worſt I con- 
ceive of it is only this, that we ſhall thereby ſave at leaſt 
Ten hundred thouſand pounds (or one Million ) of Money 
yearly, and yet have ſufficient for more than neceſlary uſe z 
for it is reaſonably ſuppoſed, and alſo athrmed , that the 
valueof Frexch Wines which are ſpent in this Nation a- 
mounts to no leſs than Twenty hundred thouſand pounds 
per annum. 

Obj, But if notwithſtanding all theſe Conveniences, (and 
the my practice of moft neighbour Princes and 
States, who uſually raiſe their Coin when themſelves want 
it, and abate it again as they find greater plenty, and leſs oc- 
caſions,) it ſhall {till be objected, That making Mecney lefs 
than what it ought to be by our preſent ſtandard, will be 
diſhonourable to the Kingdom, 

Anſw, T1 would b»mbly intreat that it may be conſidered, 
whether that National Policy, when it compaſſeth wealth 
and power, be not more honourable than that which in it (elf 
may be brave, and cnly clteemed honourable, but proves in- 
deed according to our preſent condition injurious to the Na- 
tions wealth and proſperity in general Z And whereas it is al- 
ledged as an Honour, that the Coin of Englmd 1s heavier 
than any in the world 3 would it not be a far greater d:ſho- 
nor, if it ſhould be truly reported to be the pooreit Kingdom 
of Exrope, as by the conſequence it ſeems to be threatned ? 
But now by this means His Majclſties Coin will continue in 
this Kingdom, to the great advantage of after-Generations. 
For ſuppoſing one of His Majeſtics late Predeceſlors had 
done (uch ohing in their times, would it not have preven- 
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ted the preſent ſcarcity of Money? For although One of 
their Half Crowns had been worn as thin as a Shilling, and a 
Shilling as thin as a Sixpence, yet would it have patled as 
well as doth an Old Groat, which hath not ſo much Silver 
7 +: as a Two-pence, and yet continues Currant and pat- 
able. 

0bj. If it beobj<Red, that by reaſon of this railing the 
value of our Coin, both our People at home, and Strapgers 
trading hither, will raiſe all commodities proportionably. 

Anſ., I humbly Anſwer, that Mon es r 1s prinvipally inten- 
ded tor the Conveniency of Traffique between perſons of 
the ſazre Nation onely , and to them it is all one, ſince the 
lame is made Currant by Authority, and the ſmall Piece to 
purchaſe as much as when it was greater : and as for Stran- 
gers, when they bring Commodities, though we ſometimes 
pay them with Money in ſpecie , yet it isnot intended they 
ſhould carry it away, but beſtow it here on Commodities, 
which they may buy with the fame at the Rates accu- 
ſiomed, notwith(tanding this Variation of our Money, and 
ſo be no Loſers at all thereby, but onely in reſpet of the 
opportunities they have heretofore had of defrauding us, 
by carrying away our Money in ſpecie to their advantage, 
and our valt detriment as aforeſaid. 

Obj, If it ſhall be farther objected, That there is a Nes+ 
cellity for the Eaſt-India Company to export Gold and Sil- 
ver in their courſe of Trade ; 

Anſ. 1 humbly Anſwer, by referring it to the conſides 
ration of Authority, whether there be (at leaſt when our 
own Manufactures are incouraged and increaled by the 
means aforeſaid) any ſuch acceſlity at all. But if there ſhall, 
then its humbly propoſed that ſuch Gold and Silver may be 
Exported thither in Ingots, or the Mals fitted for that pur- 
poſe, and not in Coin, as hath been of late accuſtomed, 


which renders ready money [carce amongſt us, a 
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But if after all this, there ſhould as many Inconveniences 
be found attending this 4/cans as there are Advantages a- 
riſing by it, which | think improbable, or that I ſhould be 
miſtaken in all or any the Propoſals before diſcourſed ; yet 
ſhould I hope that my labour herein may not be wholly 
loſt : for fince, as the Lord Bacon ſomewhere ſays, it de» 


ſerves Commendations to make even ii 1/":5 that are not abſurd, 


[ truſt my Endeavours may obtain a Pardon, though in all 
points it's poſſible they may not anſwer Expectation, being 
undertaken upon no other motive than an wfcigned deſire 
to ſerve His Majeſty, and the Nation wherein 1 live, and to 
promotethe Honour and Proſperity of them both 3; and with- 
out repiving or n—_ at the glory of more happy diſco- 
veries, ſhall reſt ſatished, although this ſmall Eflay of mine 
prove but like a Whetſtone, (which ſharpens other things, 
though blunt and cull it ſelf ) ſtirring up the Induſtry of a- 
bler Wits, and better Experienc'd Heads, to find out more 
plauſible, profiable, and feaſible Expedients. 

However, for a Concluſion of this brief Diſcourſe, give 
me leaie toadd a few words to take off the edge of one 
ObjcCtion that may yet poſlibly be levied, alledging, 

Obj, That Corn and Cattel are now got to a good 
price, by means of which we in the Country hope to pay 
var Landlord's Rent, and alſo be enabled to provide well 
for our Families ; fo that neither Landlord nor Tenant may 
complain, and conſequently we ſhaald do well enough with» 
Out any of theſe Proj: (ts, 

FAnſ. To which I Anſwer, That what is now by this 
means gotten, is little better than pinched out of the bellies 
of the Poor; ſo that as the Landlords and Land-occupters 
Proſperity increaſeth, in like manner the Poverty and Miſe- 
ry of the Poor increaſcth 3 and like the Scales of a Ballance, 
look how much the one is raiſed, the other is depreſled. For 
fuppole that at preſent all Corp, Cattel, and Clothing were 
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very cheap, by means of which the Landlord and Farmer 
are greatly impoveriſhed ; yet might the Poor in like man- 
ner ſay, What reaſon have we to complain? for we enjoy all 
things at caſte rates to the full: and therefore the proſperi- 
ty of the Rich is envied by the Poor, and the Well-being of 
the Poor negle&ed and delſpiled by the Rich, becauſe that 
what is in this caſe gocd for one is injurious to the other ; 
but by the means aforeſaid, I would hope that the Proſperity 
_ of bothmay be cqually promoted, and the Advantage of 
the one be to the comfortable Frcouragement and well-being 
of the other, ſo that the Landlord, the Tenant, and all others ' 
may live happily and in love together. 

And oh how glad ſhould I be, if I might in an any wile 
be an In'frument to promate tlic future Honour, Safety, and 
Wel! being of the Land of my Nativity, and its Inhabitants! 
yet if my detires therein ſhould be anſwered, let God have 
the Glory 3 and thoſe who are under him in Authority, that 
ſhall approve of the Means, and proſecute the ſame, receive 
the whole Praiſe and Honour; tor to my ſelf Nothing is to be 
aſcribed, fince I have done but what is my Duty, as I ama 
Subject enjoying my Chriſtian Liberty, and Civil Rights 

- and Priviledges. 
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A Calculation of the vaſt Sums, endeavoured to be ſaved to 
the Nation (amongſt other things ) Ly the foregoing Propoſals, 


in the ſpace of Forty years, according to the beit 


T Here is believed to be expended yearly for 
Brandy, Three hundred thouſand pounds, 
* Forlron, Four hundred thouſand pounds per 
annun, 

In Linnen-cloth for our own uſe, which may 
be made of our own Work and Growth, Five 
Hundred Thovſand Pounds per Annu. 

For Bay-Salt, and Salt petre, Fifty thouſand 

undgs per Annu, 

All which amounts to One Million , two 
Hundred and fifty Thouſand Pounds per An- 
mum. 

Which in the ſpace of Forty years makes the 
Total Product of Advantage, by prohibiting 
the ſaid Goods, to amount to the Sum of Fifty 
Millions of Money. 

Beſides Ten hundred thouſand pounds year- 
ly, that may be well ſaved, by prohibiting the 
exccls of French Wines, and yet quantity luff- 
cient for neceſlary uſe, and Perſons of Quality 
to drink, which in Forty years makes no leſs 
than Forty Millions Sterling. 

Whence ir appears, that the Total Sum of all 
Moneys which might be thus ſaved (to the 
wonderful , grcat , and admirable wealth of 
the whole Kingdom in general) in forty years 
amounts to Ninety Millions, 

A prodigious Sum of Money ! 
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